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ABSTRACT: This paper presents an account of 25 species used by Kollimalayalis of Kolli hills, 





Kolli hills of Eastern Ghats lies in between 
11o10’ and 10 o 30’N latitude and 78 o 15’ 
and 78 o 30’E longitude of Salem District, 
Tamil Nadu.  It is extended to an area of 
about 418 sq. km and the altitude ranges 
from 1000m to 1500m and the temperature 
ranges from 10
oC to 30
oC(1).  Geologically 
its beds are granite gneiss and charnockites.  
This region has minerals like bauxite, 
quartz, iron ore, feldspar etc. Its soil types 
are red loamy and black soil (20. Hill tribes 
of this region are Kollimalayalis, 
descendents of Chinnannan. They originally 
belong to Vellalar caste and have migrated 
from Kancheepuram to the hills for hunting 
and settled (3).  Recently efforts are made to 
collect information on the use of wild 
edibles (4).  During the floristic exploration 
of Kolli hills an attempt is made to search 
for wild edibles. 
 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 
 
Materials and information are collected 
during periodic visits made for the study of 
Flora and Vegetation of Kolli hills.  Voucher 
specimens were prepared following the 
methodology, of Jain and Rao (1977).  The 
identity of the collected specimens were 
confirmed matching with the authentic 
specimens deposited at Madras Herbarium 
(MH).  Information regarding the wild 
edibles are collected from the local tribal 
people. 
 
Recent floras (5, 6, 7) monographs and 
revisions were referred to for correct name 
of the species.  The correct name, family, 
vernacular names of wild edibles and their 



































































tomentosa  (Meyne 






fungosa J. R. & G. 
Forst. Sub-sp. 
Indica  (Arn.) 







































































































Tender parts of stem and 
leaves used as greens 
 
Tender parts of stem and 
leaves used as greens 
 
Tender parts of stem and 









Rhizome fried with onion 


















Leaves and as greens 
 
 
Stoloniferous tuber used 
to make soup. 
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